ACA & The Alano Club Present

the best of youth

Friday May 10th (@ 7pm - Part 1
Friday May 1/th (@ 7pm - Part 2
Alano Club Loft

Meeting and discussion to follow each showing

Every review of "The Best of Youth" begins with the information that it is six hours long. No good
movie is too long, just as no bad movie is short enough. | dropped outside of time and was car-
ried along by the narrative flow; when the film was over, | had no particular desire to leave the
theater, and would happily have stayed another three hours. The two-hour limit on most films
makes them essentially short stories. "The Best of Youth" is a novel.

The film is ambitious. It wants no less than to follow two brothers and the people in their lives
from 1966 to 2000, following them from Rome to Norway to Turin to Florence to Palermo and
back to Rome again. The lives intersect with the politics and history of Italy during the period: the
hippies, the ruinous flood in Florence, the Red Brigades, kidnappings, hard times and layoffs at
Fiat, and finally a certain peace for some of the characters and for their nation.

..... Because of the length of the film, the director Marco Tullio Giordana has time and space to
work with, and we get a tangible sense of the characters growing older, learning about them-
selves, dealing with hardship......

The film is being shown in two parts, three hours each, with separate admissions. You don't have
to see both parts on the same day, but you may want to. It is a luxury to be enveloped in a good
film, and to know there's a lot more of it -- that it is not moving inexorably toward an ending you
can anticipate, but moving indefinitely into a future that is free to be shaped in surprising ways.
When you hear that it is six hours long, reflect that it is therefore also six hours deep.

-Roger Ebert



